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- Indiana State Normal School 


Fire Centennial Observance, 


1888-1988 = 27 


THE INDIANA STATE NORMAL 
SCHOOL BUILDING, AT TERRE 
HAUTE. 


Tus bullding has a frontage of 195 feet to a 
depth of 116 fect. The plan is irregular in 
form, although balanced in two equal parte 
It is composed of a basement, 11 feet In the 
clear, and three stories, 16 feet in the clear 
each, except tho lecture-room, museum and 
library in the third story, which are 22 feet in 
the clear. 

The basemont floor is only three feet below 
the surface of the ground, and affords clear 
rooms for a gymnasium, 60 x 70 feet, a lecture- 
room on chemistry, 22 x 30 feet, a laboratory, 
20 x 22 fect 6 inches, play-rooms for primary 
pupils, Janitor-rooins, water-closet and url- 
nals, and all the necessary fuel and heating ap- 
paratus rooms. A long nall, running north 
und south, gives access to these various rooms. 
Tho entrance to the basement is effected 
through five doors from the exterior, anu Jt 1a 
connected with the upper stories by means of 
four stairs, 

A donble fight of limestone ateps to the 
west gives access to the front hall, 14 feet in 
width, aud from this ia entered tho reception- 
room, 17 x 20 feet, and the secretary’s room, 
17 y 20 feot. A double fight of stairs display 


to the right and to the left, conducting to the 
second story. This front hall futersects the 
long hall, Tho latter is entered from the south 
and from the north enda by double fights of 
limestone stepa. These three entrances to the 
building are closed with heavy night-doors, 
and fly-doors in daytime. 

At the intersection of the halls, and east of 
the long hal, are the high school session-room, 
60 x 70 feet; the two main stairs from base- 
ment upward to the third ‘story ; the two re- 
ference libraries, 13 x 13 feet, and four recita- 
tlon-rooms, 20 x 22 fect 6 inches each.” To the 
west of the long hall, north end, are the inter- 
mediate school-rooms, 22 fect 6 Inches by 30 feet 
and 22 feet 6 inches by 40 feet ; and tothe south 
eud are the primary school-rooms, 22 feet 6 
inches by 30 fect und 22 feet 6 inches by 40 
feet, and four dress-rooms, all acccusible from 
the long hall. 

The second story is particularly devoted to 
the Normal School Department, and js reached 
by four large and commodious flights of stairs. 
The assembly-room is 60 x 70 feet, and the 
elght recilution-rooms vary from 20 x 22 feet 6 
inches to 22 feet 6 inches by 40 fect, with two 
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reference libraries, and all dress-rooms neces- 
sary for pupils and teachers. In this story the 
central wheel window of the front throws a 
Hood of light of the most agreeable effect. 

The third story ia grand in combination ; a 
lecture-roui, 70 x 85 feet, aud three rooms, 
troin 22 fect 6 inches by 40 feet to 22 feet 6 
fuches by 60 feel, arranged for museum and 
library, may be thrown open into one vast as- 
sembly-room when occasion will require it. 
This story has, besides, two society halls, 22 
feet 6 inches by 40 feet, und music halls, 22 x 30 
feet, 

The towers und minareta which ornament 
the appearance are all ventilating shafts. Tho 
building is temporarily hosted with stoves, but 
has been arranged for low-pressure steam up- 
paralus, The enlre cost of tho edifice, closets, 
beaung apparatus, furniture of the most ap- 
proved design, and one thousand fect of sub- 
stantial wrought-irén and limestone fence, ls 
$230,000. The style of the building, as the 
picture (from a photograph) shows, is imposing 
aud buld. The Stute of Indiana har, without a 
doubt, surpassed all other States of the Union 
iu the lustitutiona of the kind, 


FRANK LESLIE'S 
ILLUSTRATED NEWSPADER 
January 5, 1870 pp. 357-358 
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tastrophe that could 
happen to Terre Haute occurred this morning . . . 


NORTE. 
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Professor Cobb, IIowe and Mees, of 
the Rose Polytechnic, made a careful 
examination of the ruins and formulated 
the following report, with accompanying 
grogad plan as above reproaented, which 
President T. C. Mendenhall read before 
thejcitizana’ committee yesterday after- 
noob: 
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Terre Haute, Aptil 10. 

The following remarka refer to foun- 
dation brick work and horizontal water 
tablisa, unless otherwise npecified: 

West Front -From £ to u on ideal 
aketch, all good to third floor. Some 
small but oot dangerous cracks in brick 
walj diverge from the basement win- 
dows. Stone foundation facing in rear 
of corner ¢: ia scaled so as to impair ap- 
peatance, but not atrength. Thia ia the 
only place about the building where 
auch injury-has occurred in foundation 
facing. 

Brick work in general about front 
door, u to H,servicable to second floor. 

From # toa there ia nothing above 
fourdation. 

Corner 11 good to third floor. 

Cbrner a good to secand floor. 

Corner n good to third foor. 

Corners u to K all good. 

On weat front sections containing win- 
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Diagram of the State Normal Walls. 
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dowa are either gone or will have fo ba 
removed. : i 


Sourm Sibe —Good to third floar. 

East |S1pk:—Tripple oornera Tiaad D 
will have to|be removed to foundation; 
otherwise, with exception of the jgable, 
all ia gqbd. | i HA 

Nortn Sipx—Good throughout, A 
few cracks not considered dangordus, 

The ioterior walla, owing to daager of 
approach and heat, could not be tlosel 
inapected, appear to be badly crufabled, 
but on Lhe whole serviceable to the sec- 
ond flodt, thh most serious injury7having 
reaulted from the breaking out of floor 
beams. ! t 

Ther remains no serviceable ‘atone- 
work ofcept horizontol water tablea on 
weat front. | The same ia partially true 
of north and south fronte. The eaat’or 
back of/the building is substantially un- 
impaired except as above noted. Found- 
ations throughout, except alight aralicg, 
somewhat impairing appearance, axe per- 
fectly sound and good. Of-the mhtarial 
in the rmiinsjauch as brick and irpn pil- 
lara, mich may be utilized: 3 

The apiniqn of the examiners |a that 
the ruis arẹ perfectly safe and for 
rebuildidg 4s far as the second) story. 
Some walla; and cornera may epen be 
utilized fo the third story, and {hat in 


| } 


4 | ; k 
Qi y . 


case of rebuilding a saving of at least 
£39,000 can be effected by the utilization 
of bld walla and SAFERA 

i E. J. Cons, 

í > Matvern A. Hows, 
C. Leo Mera. 


Thia ia dangerous and ia er- 
ted to fall at any time. There is a 
ot Grick|egainat it at the third 
r pnd the rapott says when this is 
obed the wall wil probably return 
toja vertical (poaition. Almost every 
wal! und corner ia vertical. These 
Mmessurementa were very accurately 
Fo genet inatrumenta from the Poly- 
hoic. i th 
"fhia was a mbch better showing than 
anticipated, although Architect Vry- 
dagh's estimate led everyone to expect a 
xodd deal. The meeting waa very favor- 
ably impr ı ag the professora are 
known to be erperté in the line. Archi- 
Vrydugh made hia estimate from a 
aty tour of ‘the atacding walls, but 
will as soon aa pomsibie make a careful 
examination oftevory part of the build- 
in TABI 
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Terre Haute Express, April 11, 1888 


THE NORMAL BOARD. 


It Discusses the Plans For the 
New Building--Architect 
Jenney’s Plans. 


The State Normal Board waa in session 
yeaterday afternoon with all the mer- 
bers present. State Superintendent Har- 
vey M. La Follette arrived on the 12:30 
train from the north aad was preesnt at 
the meeting. The pisns submitted by 
architects Janney & Otis, of Chicago, 
Gaddis, of Vincennes, and Vrydagh & 
Bon, of thie city, were considered but no 
action was taken. 

Mr. Jenney explained that his plans 

were entirely preliminary aod al- 
though his front elevation made 
@ very pretty appearance it was 
not consistent with the plans for the in- 
side, The same may be said of the other 
arebitect's designa. Mr. Gaddis did not 
presant a plan for the front elevation as 
be bad pot time to prepare it. All three 
plans forthe inside were materially the 
same, Mr. Jenney’s plans showod a wide 
departure from the original design of the 
buildidg and the light, airy appearance 
of the former building waa obanged into 
a heavy, massive looking structure. 
- From the main entrance on the west 
side runs a beevy tower straight up the 
front of the building. The L'a tu 
eitber aide of this are extended eight feet 
further weet and made round inatead of 
aquare as before, The half circalar form 
is retained to the top of the building aad 
the roof builtin that form. The plaa 
shows the building highest in the centre 
and gradually dropping off toward the 
ende. A description of Mr. Vrydagh's 
plans was printed in yesterday's issue of 
the GAZETTE. 

It was the opinion of the members of 
the bosrd that it would not ba 
well to adopt any of the 
plane submitted, as all of them will have 
to be chauged considerably, but ratber to 
use the plane presented to assist them in 
deciding on whioh architect could most 
ably do the worx. 

Murray Briggs, president of the board, , o g 
and W. W. Parsons, president of the : sa: lads PE Ki a 
pobeol: were papointed by the koera to go 
to Iudianapolis ons day this week to con- 
fer with Governor Gray ‘and the state INDIANA STATE NORMAL SC HOOL 
officials in regard to a guarantee of an 
appropriation irom the erste: The 1 Pe 
oity council has ac wisely iv ac- Old 7 
knowledging the city’s obligation to pay Main 5 1889 
half of the coat of repairing the building 
avd in appropriating $25,000 for immedi- 
ate use towyrú ite rebuilding. With thie 
very fair asenrance from the city Messrs, 

Briggea and Parsons will no doubt be able 
to accomplish their parpose with the 
Governor and state officers. 
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Terre Haute Evening Gazette 
April 18, 1888 


Exhibit and Brochure 
prepared by: 


THE UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 


